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UNITED STATES PATENT -OFFICE 
2;600,799 
F.OLDING TEN.:F.OR AUTOMOI _LE TOpS 
JosephOtyo, By Shore CRy CHL 
ApplitionDecember 31, 19SerilrNO 6858 
4Cinéma. (CI. 1354 
,inventionrelates generally ,to foldi, tents, secrely. on a: automobile p, A. piura!ity of 
.......................................................... bowara aemotabied:on .thelafo . 
d !çly:-.one aapd: for erection on ................. - 
t - f an automobile supporLthe .coer. e coerng :is suPpo»te. 
"' t.b .h f he invenon is.the pro- betwëen the bowsbY parae!, s!a, whi¢h:are:hed 
-ï?:'«'«£:¢: ç ' ï«d hrfolded .in a.umt-groupg, byhea..tapes,securenear 
c:io -be packëd and traported .on the the .ends o £he sla. e parts-are so propor- 

p,ç:n,,a.t9.mo.bi_!e_, d :.be erecte..d.:and oc: 
cupied tÇq:a..oçcasion..relui'es. 
AnpoEgr« obj, eçt, .oï ms :inyenti.on.. is thep'ovisl °P 
o :: fpl_dng :test: sucçure chacteroed(b 
05 aaipuçiç. d: dçpende stabflitY: when. 
wch wi::thç_fqregog wil! bec set.-fotth aç 
letbiB thé: folloing description wherë is 
explained that form of the invention which has 
bn selected for il!tafion-in the drawgs ac- 
compag, and fomg a,,,part.of this specifica- 
tion. 'it is fO be Understood ihat .e invention is 
not mited..a.fçrm shown in te dmwgs since 
the vention as set forth.in the claires may be 
embodied in a plurality of foms. 
fering the drawings.; e figure is=a;per- 
sctie_ e. of my, foldg. nt structure, as 
eecdon .e top of a sedan-aumobile:wich 
is.dicad in broken lines. Portions of the figure 
are:omi¢, di!ose e underlying par.. 
It has long been the practice among campers 
 carry ten, be& and other camping equipment 
on e tops of the au.mobiles as well as in the 
rior of the car. In either case the problem 
of mak camp at ght always demands the 
selection of a level si for the tent and its erec- 
tion. equently o, the marrer of protection 
agait snakes, an and all the other crawg 
stherg tngs of a ght  the wflds compel 
attrition, espially ff women are tobe accommo- 
dard. en a male, hardened  ouoor lire bas 
been known  object when waking in the chill 
da he fod himseN bedfellow to a rattler who 
had enred without ocng, seeking oy 
warmth and afftion. 
With the rig of my invention the site of the 
nt is always ready; and it rema o to park 
the car on reasonably level ground. When the 
pack has been done and the tent erected, e 
floor of the tent prodes ample space for two 
sloepg bags, and three with a bit of crowdi. 
Sce the floor is at least rive feet above the 
grand, and separated from it by the body and 
wheels of the car, pracfically complete prottion 
 afforded agait the crawling and walg in- 
vader. 
 broad terres the rig of my invention com- 
prises a platform with mea to  the plafform 

tioned, and. a;!ranged_ that. When the.- bOws: are: 
swung, ' to. uprghi Posi, tion, the slat urdt may 
thrown:o,.vez, the tops of the. 
10: Wozk thus ormed ia.fitted- by. thecoveing.:which, 
is pulled down snugiy and secured around: its. 
lower, edges to. the edge o. the P!atfozm, .thus 
holding every:thingin place. Flapsare-arranged 
in .the reàr-/ai ofthe t,e.nt; an..:adémountle. 
1: ladder betw.een the rear, edgç of the,platf.rm and 
, the rear bumper,, of the .car« gves an,eas: means, 
o getting uP fo: and down rom,.the..tentfloor. 
By. removing, tle(coering  and s!at: uni% the. 
bowS are foldel over toward each. other, after 
2{} which the other parts, sleeping gear and other 
camp- luggage 
eed w.i.th a tarpaulin and lashed- down. The. car. 
and ifs equipment isnow .ready fo .taveL 
In greater detail, my. inventior comprises a: 
25 platïorm 2, preferalJ!y of 5-ply panel sock, .Se» 
cured by screws to a cross baç«  near each end. 
Each .coss ba:. near, its ends «is fixed to ashzt 
shoe , which is equipped with a rubber suction 
cup $ near each of its ends. The cups form direct 
30 contact with the car top ; and since there are 
two under each end of each cross bar, or eight in 
all, ample non-skid support for the platform is 
assured. Further security is had by a strap-and- 
buckle connection 8, between the ends of the cross 
35 bars and the hooks 
of the car. 
Disposed at each corner of the platform and 
also preferably near the middle of each long side 
is a hinged socket $. Each opposite pair of 
40 sockets provides a mounting for a bow ! , conven- 
iently bent from tubing or light pipe. The bows 
constitute the upright or vertical framework of 
the structure, and each is demountably seated in 
the associated hinged sockets, so that it may b_ 
45 taken off when it is desired fo use the platorm 
for something else. 
Extending between the bows are a plurality of 
slats !$, which ai each end are connected by a 
fabric strlp or tape !, which holds all the slats 
50 together in parallelism and in a unitary assembly 
which can readily be thrown over the bows when 
they are erect. A block ! $ on the underside of the 
central slat, notched shallowly to receive one-half 
the thickness of the bow, keeps the bows from 
55 folding over while the slat assembly is in position. 
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The cover 2! ts shaped to fit closely down over 
the slats and bows, the slats supporting the cover 
across the top of the structure. When the cover 
is in place the lower edges are secured around 
the edge of the platform by snap fasteners 22 or 
other suitable attachment means. So secured, 
the cover holds the slat assembly and bows to- 
gether and provides a tight tent above the plat- 
form secure against rain and wind. 
The rear end of the tent is arranged with the 
usua] flaps 23 for entrance; and a two-piece de- 
mountable ladder connects the rear edge of the 
platform and the rear bumper of the car. 
Studs 24 belted to the rear edge of the. plat- 
form receive the hollow upper ends of the ladder 
sides 26 and studs 27 clamped to the rear bumper 
receive the hollow lower ends of the ladder sides 
26. A sleeve 29 pirmed to each side 23 forms a 
loose socket for the lower end of the matching 
side 2; and the proportions and sizes of the parts 
are such that the two ladder parts may be put, 
together at an angle, and then straightened out 
to engage both sets of studs. Gravity then tends 
to hold the ladder in position of use. 
By lifting the central slat free of the bows it is 
possible to fo]d the central bow forwardly, and 
the end bows toward each other and collapse the 
entire structure upon the beds on the P]atform. 
Lashings over this pack secure it for travel. Lift- 
ing the bows back to position again erects the 
tent structure. 
If desired of course the tent may be unsnapped, 
removed, folded into a smooth bundle, and stowed 
on the platform with the bedding. The slat as- 
sembly can then be taken off, doubled and laid 
fiat on the pack, and the bows folded down. A 
Previously fitted tarpaulin may then be thrown 
over the pack and secured with fasteners to the 
platform edge. 
I claire: 
1. An auto-top tent comprising a platform, 
means for supporting the platform on the top 
of an automobile, a plurality of tent supporting 
bws disposed on the platform, a Plurality of 
loose slats extending across the bows, a fabric 
strip connected across the slats near each end 
and forming therewith a demountable cover-sup- 

4 
porting structure, and a cover comprising four 
walls and a curved top and fltting over the slat 
and bows to provide atent above said platform. 
,. An auto-top tent comprising a platform, 
5 means for supporting the platform on the top 
of an automobile» a plurality of pairs of sockets 
hinged to the platform, a bow demountably 
ranged in each pair of sockets, a plurality of loose 
slats extending across the bows, a fabric strip 
10 connected across the slats near each end and 
forming therewith a demountable cover-support- 
ing structure, means fixed to one of the slats ad- 
. jacent each of ai least two bows and having 
therein a notch engaging the bow to hold the 
15 bows erect, and a cover supported by the bows and 
forming atent above said platform. 
3. Atent comprising a platform, a plurality of 
bows hinged to the platform, a plurality of spaced 
loose slats extending across the bows, a fabric 
20 strip connected across the spaced slats near each 
end and forming therewith a demountable cover- 
supporting structure, and a cover fitting over the 
slats and bows. 
4. Atent comprising a platform, a plurality of 
25 bows demountably hinged to the platform, a plu- 
rality of slats extending across the bows» a fabric 
strip connected across the slats near each end 
and forming therewith a demountable cover- 
supporting structure, means fixed to one of the 
30 slats adjacent each of at least two bows and 
having therein a notch engaging the bow fo hold 
the bows erect, a cover fitting over the slats and 
bows, and releasable fastener means for securing 
the covering fo the edge of the platform. 
: JOSEPH OTVOS. 
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